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may be me mous for running dory tnps down the Canyon He also fought mghthy to

lo th ms that thre en the free flowng over.

tional Monument from the orest Service flying wi iii done

journalists and fi1nimakers around the state in his

vintage Cessna 195 to see various environmental

disasters speaking to outdoor and conservation Ia ss

groups planning lawsuits working to drain Glen
y.

anyon Iam And so on teres th

Claire Dedrick formerly of Menlo Park holds

Mr. Litton in immense respect and afftxtion. She

servcd and sometimes crossed swords with

tshim on the Sierra Club botrd of directors before lived th

leavmg to become secretary of resou for Go calls Martin

tjnor Jerry Brown Wi wa ai

He wa Onc ofthe alu fighters of the 20th arimals in cl an ir

cm ury shc says lngleood. est my
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ri p1 tabhshn dwood Nat al irfr 16 now batting to save rom Iogiig

SQuOa tonaI rest and the an oa tiona Moru ie it

CRUSADER Ld hLr IC Cl ti rc

Co ue fTc prev us pa5 mot ad it c. ar nc and là

en Ii iii VV

ook tv all of gas at id late v11tin rticl to ci

nt pe alk excpt dunng both stil Wng inch \nd th nes pubhshed
ri whe it could Esth was ìe he th ng that the ii Fey were ard up

do tc erts We went copy Fe says \nvthn
II Se then wereri any wrote thoy woul pr t.

Doycothng Mr. Litton still koeps the yel
in college Martin began computers because loed pages of the Sunday cc

Vn conservation articles and ond sections where he wrote the
of cd the power of pho

what SIlIcon Valfey lead feature ad illustrated it with

graphs. He also took ROFC has done to the striking photos and titles. Rub
serve Officers framing bish Marring Southland Beauty

ould have ps and became lieutenant Lay rea.
tackled tter in Los Angeles

ut the time that war was com ivPflN
Yosemites Beauty Fast Disap

VV
VV ing. pearing reported on family

In July 1941 Mr Litton re camping trip which documented

for duty at Hamilton Field ever happened to me he says the messy campgrounds piles ot

V5 turned down for pilot She unbelievablc. She raised garbage. bears cating gaibage.

ing
because he as color great kids ad put up with me all and trafflcjams that were already

md. atm he bluffed his way the years polluting Yosem te tab ed

gh thc test and became beauty

lider pd wcd oihe LI FhinVs p1 cued It

ii he car mcn and quip of Ir Litt is cl ort

it ii to au dr aci ia Li ic aitci publish ii ia
af lolla id an later sr io Vrr ado ally took ii by

in Ba tl Jr Ige ftc nt ic th hr at ut

cd viti ii It at i\
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COVER_STOPY

We shamed the state mto buying Mel ane who was in ha gc

the groves which are now Calav of Sunset books rcmemhers that

eras Big Trees State Park he last trip too It was fun he re

says with relish. Mr. Litton still remembers with calls All ofus got dumped out

rwo other important things glee couple of trips rafting Mr. Littons cusading ael

happened to Mr Litton while he San Francisquito Creek must have ruffled some. feathrr

was at the Times Mel Lane and some Sunset at cautious nonpolitical Sunset

David Brower the new and He rca ly tried do his Poll ickin

aggressive executive on his own time he

director of the Sierra siv but admits flying

Club recruited him in the nset plane On 10

1952 to join the fight lit ii missions

against the dams bu lot of mid

planned for Dinosaur night oil. didn cru

National Monument sade. hut there were

that he had or ns here the

written about tru to ooze

Mr itton had Ii tI th h.

use for the Sierra Club Bill na

at the time Mr. no led it

Brosser consinced him ton was tim

that things would be ick but

different from then Ily one

Ihe Sierra lu re tve

never was il dt Sunset

he got his hand cs dear to

Mi itton corn nt

thanks ni Mr Litton

Sieira Clu sons ravel

itton articles th di as at in5

Times the dams in ut quiet hidden

nosaur National nu ade nci

me never got built th hdden ior qu

Mr Litton associa calls

tioii with the Si rra he venl

Cluf led to many nyon ssild

fights many ictories Las cc high

and some dekats Mr. it ill the Th air

scrved on the boaid of di ct got the ss in

from 1964 to rn Alto ot

In 1954 Mr Lit iv tt om rn ing sh

lctt from Su et the nt get

Mcnlo Paik inviting him to was wi r. of it hc says Aft that

come travel editor At first ha owd da wanted to publish aiticl out

fused. but he says hLy on th on

seduced me ti alo irn See UTTON next page

FIFTY VRS OF CONSERVATION Mr. Litton contributed to that fight in many
continued from page 174 ways. Most public perhaps. was the 1969

expedition that celebrated the centennial of

How did he get away with it Los Angeles Major John Wesley Powells first voyage down

did not want any dams that would diminish the the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon

flow of Colorado River water So could write The Sierra Club sponsored the epedition Mr
anything wanted he replies. Liuorfs dories provided the transport and Mr.

About this time Mr. Litton hooked up with Litton himself played the onearmed Civil

David Brower and the War veteran They put in

newly energized Sierra at Green River

Club and major public Letters sta rted to pour
Wyoming. where Major

ampaign halted the Powell and his tO men
dams. into Congress and that started in 1869 and

Unfortunately in Mr. stoppCd and dressed up in

Littons opinion the was me oegnnng or tne costumetorceremonies at

Glen Canyon Dam .i key points along the

downstream from and euwoou ahona uar
route.

much higgerthan the
MAPIFN IJTON

Mr Litton remenibars

darn proposed for the noel celebration

Linosaur National where the Virgin Rive

Monument shppel ne thu Colorado sv
tir uF wtf ut naj op sition from tl at ti head aLe Meid lie Lad nned

ra Club orri vr el Main Il iii or with the slee

By th he di. guy rnert aguI plnad lisja La he ag ra

pro da Id ip xt Kids dowr sI

ra ci Can al wa di
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conbnued from prewous page

cities didnt want to destroy

the West
The Littons still live in

house they designed and buili

959 on four steep Portola Vah

Icy acres Weve been sitoo

here for years. We pi
$9000 for four acres he says.

Two of Mr Littons prime

causes saving redwoods and

the Grand Canyon also ma
tured during his Sunset year

Sunset cover story for

tober 1960 on The Redwood

Country with text and photos

by Martin LUton helped

launch the campaign that even

tually led to the establishment

of Redwood National Park aL

most decade later. While the

travel article was carefully de

scriptive and nonpolitical

some of Mr. Littons passion

oozed through in pictures of

giant redwood cut log

freeway carved out of virgin

forest and an aerial view of

clearcut tree farm bordering

unspoiled state park.
serene moment the in iebc walls of the Grand Canyon dwarf the

Bill Lane recalls that after tiny boats pying the river.

eight years of battles the final

meeting took place at Sunset. It Dories split the water they Its so cynical its unbcIiev

was attended by the secretary of keep you dry. Last September able.

the interior Congressman Pete only got wet twice not even at Not surprisingly Mr. Litton

McCloskey state and federal Lava Falls. is working with groups who

officials timber representatives Asked about adventures and plan to sue to block expanded

and Martin Litton. We fi near misses Mr. Litton is ca logging in the Giant Sequoias

nally hammered out bound sual. couple of times National Monument.

ary Mr. Lane says. It was thought was drowning or Warming to favorite sub-

long battle. not he replies. ject Mr. Litton continues The

During this period Mr. Litton Mr. Litton still rows the dra- mission of the Forest Service is

also began his love affair with the matic trip once or twice year. to get rid of all the nations

Grand Canyon. He first went forests so they can start over.

down the fearsome rapids in STLL GONG STRONG Under the guise of removing

1955 with Esther in fiberglass hazardous trees they are taking

boat They were the 185th and Mr. Littons No. cause for out all the dead trees that are

186th people ever to do it he the last 13 years has been say- serving as home for woodpeck

says. ing the giant Sequoias in Se- ers and owls Their credo is to

quoia National Forest from remove trees that are dead dy
DORY STORY theForestService. Andwere ing or in danger of dying.

losing he says.
Thats every tree in the world.

In 1962 began to feel
yen Particularly galling to Mr. Listening to Mr. Litton

for the river again Mr. Litton Litton is the creation of the preach you can understand

says. new Giant Sequoias National why his interview with the Ban-

That was the date of his first Monument Hailed by conser- croft Library in Berkeley is ti

trip with two dories down the vationists all over the country tled uncompromising
Grand Canyon. Bill Lane went for saving the giant redwoods preservationist.

along on the firsthalfofthat trip President Clintons action ac. Asked about his views on

on dories that had been enlarged tually will free the new area compromise Mr. Litton replies

and redesigned from the wooden from environmental laws and On some things we must be

boats that were used on the increase logging he
says. uncompromising What if

McKenzie River in Oregon. These laws are all skirted by- George Washington had

The trips were popular and passed loopholed Mr. Litton stopped in the middle of the

dories soon became the con- says passionately. The na- Delaware River
noisseurs way to experience tional monument is fake in so Mel Lane state leader who
the Grand Canyon. Friends many ways. It doesnt stop log- has pioneered conservation of

wanted to come and friends of ging it accelerates it San Francisco Bay and the Cal-

friends and people sse didnt Mr. Litton describes his 13 ifornia coast acknowledges
even know Mr. Litton says years offighting logging in the that Mr. Littons zeal could at

In 1971 he incorporated Sequoia National Forest. By re times he difficult at Sunset. But
Grand Canyon Dories and later lentlessly filing lawsuits log- he adds We need these people

expanded to other great white- ging opponents reduced the Hes done fabulous job FIes

water rivers. But the business timber harvest from 85 to way out there in front of all of

while popular never made million board feet year be- us. He was very effective. He

money Mr Litton sold it about tween 1991 and 1999 he says. still is
1990 We could never bring Enter the national monu- Despite his enthusiastic efforts

ourselves to charge enough ment Mr. Luton claims com- to save almost everything Mr.

he
says.

mercial logging in the national Litton remains deeply pes
The dory folk remain scorn- monument alone will quadru- simistic The only true optimist

ful of the inflated boats that pIe to 28 million board feet is pessimist he says. You
carry thousands down the in the next two and half have to realize how bad things

Grand Canyon every year. years. And in three years the are before you can improve them.

raft is blob of rubber It has managers must come up with feel sorry for my grand-

no character says Mr. itton management plan. He fumes children


